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The mission of Blacksburg High School is to provide a challenging educational program to teach our students the knowledge and attitudes 
necessary for success.
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Alma Mater

By Sallie Wilkins, Class of 1946

Hail to thy wondrous halls so dear;

Hail to each one who lingers here,

Help us thy name to love and cheer,

Blacksburg High, Blacksburg High!

O school of all our childhood days;

O thou who ever leads the way;

Help us to ever sing thy praise,

Blacksburg High, Blacksburg High!

Welcome to BHS
Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year. I am excited about the future and look forward to what we can accomplish with everyone working together to make BHS the very best it can be. As we embrace the changes of this school year, I believe we can use the past to build for the future- a bright future filled with promise.
As we enter our 5th year as a High Schools That Work school, we are going to challenge ourselves to continue strengthening our curriculum and increasing the rigor and relevance of our classes.   In this our 4th year of the advisor/advisee program, we are committed to helping students learn study skills, make career selections, and have small group opportunities to discuss important school and life issues.  We cannot be content with what we have already achieved; we must set new goals and work hard to reach them together.









Sincerely,
    Craig Bramlett
Principal

In the early days of BHS, the faculty and students established a code of student behavior.  This code has stood the test of time.
CODE OF BHS

As a responsible student and citizen of Blacksburg High School, I will pledge myself to uphold the following code.  I will try to be:
BETTER in my conduct

LOYAL to my friends, teachers, and school

ACTIVE in all school affairs

COURTEOUS to fellow students and teachers

KIND and considerate in all my dealings

SINCERE in word and action

BENEFICIAL in all my criticisms

UNDERSTANDING of other’s problems

RESPONSIBLE for my own actions, deeds, and words

GRATEFUL for all services rendered to me by school personnel

HEALTHY in mind, body, and spirit

 I NDUSTRIOUS in my work and play

GRACIOUS toward others even when the going is tough

HARMONIOUS in spirit with those in authority 

 Purpose

     This handbook provides students and parents with information about the instructional programs, curriculum standards, and student services offered at Blacksburg High School by the Cherokee County School District (CCSD).  It contains pertinent portions of rules and regulations which directly affect students.  The portions stated herein do not replace the complete policies, regulations, rules, and practices established by the CCDS, the superintendent, or school administration.  If a policy, rule, regulation, or practice is abbreviated or in error, the contents of the CCSD’s official policy manual take precedence in every instance.  Hard copies of the policy manual are available for review in the district office and in the main office at Blacksburg High School.

     The Cherokee County School District Board of Trustees, the superintendent, and the school administration reserve the right to develop and revise policies, rules, and regulations as they deem appropriate.  Students and their parents will be notified of changes that directly affect them.

      This student/parent handbook supersedes all previous handbooks, pamphlets, statements, or other written or oral representations of the CCSD’s expectations of student conduct and behavior.   
PLEASE NOTE THAT IMPORTANT SCHOOL FORMS WHICH MUST BE READ, SIGNED, AND RETURNED IMMEDIATELY ARE IN THE BACK OF THIS HANDBOOK.  

· PARENTS, PLEASE COMPLETE ALL FORMS, ESPECIALLY THE PARENT VERIFICATION FORM AND NURSE’S FORM, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

· STUDENTS, PLEASE RETURN ALL COMPLETED FORMS TO YOUR ADVISORY TEACHER THE DAY AFTER YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNS THEM.  NOTE THAT STUDENTS HAVE TO SIGN SEVERAL FORMS.  
· DRIVING RULES FORM MUST BE READ AND SIGNED BY PARENT AND STUDENT.
· REMEMBER THAT THE PARENT VERIFICATION FORM IS TO BE SIGNED AND RETURNED WITHIN FIVE DAYS OF HANDBOOK RECIEPT.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
BHS Policies & Procedures 
Absences: Students are expected to attend school and to meet the attendance policies mandated by the state of South Carolina.  CCSD provides makeup attendance opportunities for students who exceed the number of days allowed.  Missed class periods may be made up on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30 under the supervision of an administrator. SEE CCSD PORTION OF HANDBOOK FOR SPECIFIC STATE ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS TO EARN CREDIT FOR COURSES.

Admission Slips (for absences from school)
Students who have been absent need to bring either a doctor’s note or a parent’s note to Mrs. Batchler in the attendance office.  Whether absent full or partial day, all students need to get admission slips during first period.  Students with chronic illnesses must establish that with a doctor’s written explanation on the district’s form for this purpose at the beginning of school year.  If condition develops during the school year, completed form must be put on file in office at onset of condition.  Please note district attendance policy.

Address and Phone Numbers: BHS sends multiple mailings and Alert Now messages to inform students and parents about pending deadlines and events during the year. We use the address and phone numbers on file to send these messages.  If your contact information has changed, please let us know ASAP so we can assure that you will receive pertinent information all year long.

Cafeteria Policies 
The price for student lunch is $2.25; breakfast is $ .80; reduced lunch is $ .40; reduced breakfast is % $ .30. Free and reduced price lunches are available by filling out the necessary form in the back of this handbook and returning it for approval. All students are encouraged to complete this confidential form. Students are not to charge in the lunch room.   Payment for lunches may be made on a daily basis or prepaid on a weekly or monthly basis. Parents may pay online at www.mylunchmoney.com.  This website allows parents to establish automatic payments and/or to receive free low-balance alerts via email. Please see Mrs. Sheila Falls, our lunchroom manager, for details about our program. 
Care of School Property

Students are to maintain our school to promote school pride.  All students are to help keep halls, rooms, restrooms, and grounds clean.  Students are not to sit on tops of tables or desks at any time.  Writing, drawing, or other types of destruction to school property is not acceptable.

Cell Phones
Note that the district policy concerning cell phones changed last year. The CCSD policy is reprinted below: #37 (330)

Issued June 15, 2009, Revised June 10, 2010: Visibility and/or use of a paging device or other audio/visual electronic device is prohibited during the regular school day, which includes class changes and lunch.  Failure to obey this rule will result in:  1st offense: confiscation of device and return to parent/guardian upon request and 1 day of in-school suspension; 2nd offense: confiscation of device and return to parent/guardian upon request and 2 days of in-school suspension; 3rd offense: confiscation of device for 90 calendar days or end of the school year and 2 days of in-school suspension

Visibility and/or use of a cellular/digital phone during the regular school day, which includes class changes and lunch is prohibited.  Failure to obey this rule will result in:  1st offense: warning with confiscation of cellular/digital phone and return to parent/guardian upon request; 2nd offense and subsequent offenses: 1 day Out of School Suspension and confiscation of cellular/digital phone and return to parent/guardian at the end of the school year. Parent will sign for cellular/digital phone and policy will be reviewed with parent at 1st offense. 

NOTE: Blatant refusal to turn over a phone to an administrator will be considered a disturbing school issue and handled by law enforcement.

Change: Students should bring correct change to school for purchases in the vending machines, etc.  Absolutely no change will be given from the office. 

Chewing Gum: Chewing gum is allowed at the discretion of the teacher.

Children: For the safety of all concerned, students are not permitted to bring their children or siblings on campus during school hours. 
Closed Campus: Students must stay on the school grounds from the time they arrive - even if the first period class has not started – until dismissal or until they are picked up by the bus.  Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds at any time during the school day, unless they are going to CTC, attend dual credit courses at a college, or have permission from the office.  If students leave the school grounds, they are required to sign out in the office.
College Days: Seniors are allowed two days for college visitation to be counted as school business, but are required to bring a written statement on college letterhead indicating the day(s) of the visit in order for the visit to be approved as school business.  The only additional days granted for a college visit will be for scholarship interviews scheduled by the college.  Written confirmation from the college is required.

Debts: BHS expects on-time payment for all debts owed to BHS (examples: activity fee, club dues, fundraiser monies, etc).  Debts accrued in any grade owed by any student attending prom must be paid in full prior to purchasing a Prom ticket or the student will not be allowed to attend Prom.  Any debts owed by seniors not attending Prom must be paid in full by April 20, 2012, or arrangements made in the office for payment. In addition, all monies owed by students in any grade must be paid in full by April 20, 2012 or arrangements made in the office for payment.
Dress Code: The CCSD Dress Code for students is outlined in the CCSD portion of this handbook.  Please note that no Heeley’s or other wheel-heeled shoes are allowed at BHS; blankets, including "Snuggie" type blankets are not allowed at school.  These are safety rulings.  Also, students should not wear any type pants that show exposed flesh or underwear (example: holes in jeans above the knee).
Electronics:  MP3 players, iPods, radios,DVD or CD players, electronic games,beepers, etc. are not allowed at school.  Teachers will confiscate and turn them in to the office.  See district handbook for return policies.
Event and Field Trip Participation: Student attendance and discipline records will be considered when determining eligibility to participate in all school events requiring absences from classes.  Examples are Homecoming entertainment assembly, field trips, Prom decorating committee, etc.  A student's most important school activity is academic in nature.
Exam Make-Up Policy: Students who are absent from an exam for legitimate reasons must submit a parent note to the principal within 2 school days after the exam.  Exams must be made up, if permission is granted, within 5 school days following the original exam

Fees: Fee for all Cherokee County high school students is $20.00.  All fees are due the first week of school.

Forms: The following forms are required by the Cherokee County School District and are printed in the back of this handbook: Media/Internet Use and Photo Release; Nurse's Office Records Form.  
Hall Passes: Students are expected to remain in class. Permission to leave classes will be given by teachers only when absolutely necessary.  Students must have hall pass containing the date, time, and teacher’s signature to be in the hall; passes are returned to issuing teacher.  Hall passes give students permission to move from the issuing teacher’s classroom to the designated location on the hall pass only.  
Any student in the hall without a pass will be considered off limits.
Hours of Operation

Office Hours: 7:45 AM – 4:15 PM

Campus opens at 7:30 AM.  Main building opens at 7:45 AM.

Campus closes at 4:00 PM (unless students are under direct supervision of school personnel).

Cafeteria opens for breakfast at 7:30 AM; during inclement weather, students may wait in the cafeteria until the main building opens.

ID Cards – 
Textbooks are bar-coded using a unique barcode for each student.  The student ID has the student's individual barcode on it and will be used for textbook check-out and check-in.  Student ID cards will be made by Lifetouch Photography at no charge to students.  EVERY STUDENT MUST HAVE AN ID PHOTO MADE.  BHS students will follow district policy in having ID cards ready at the request of school personnel while students are on school grounds during school hours (see district portion of handbook for specific policies).  ID will be in possession of student at all times; ID may not be defaced in any manner. Replacement cost for damaged or lost ID’s is $7.00, payable when replacement ID is made; ID is property of BHS and must be given to school personnel upon request; Students not in possession of IDs while on school property are subject to discipline as outlined in CCSD section of this handbook; Students who forgot their IDs may receive a temporary one from the resource officer before 8:00 AM.  Student is allowed two temporary IDs during the school year without penalty.

Illness during School: After receiving permission from his or her classroom teacher, any student who is ill should report to the nurse’s clinic.

Incomplete Work: Incomplete work due to extended absences (3 or more consecutive days) must be made up within 10 school days after the student returns.  It is student’s responsibility to contact the teacher about making up work and completing the work within the allowed 10 days.  Any work not made up within this time period becomes a failing grade.  If the student missed no new material or was absent only on the day of a test, he or she should make up this work on the day he or she returns.  Incomplete grades will be considered failing grades for sports eligibility and other extracurricular activities.
Infractions not listed: All punishable infractions may not be listed in this handbook, although most are outlined. Students must be aware that school personnel will challenge student actions that are considered not to be in the best interest of Blacksburg High School or that is disruptive to the educational process. Disciplinary action may be administered in such situations, based on the discipline code labeled “Detrimental Conduct.”
 

Lockers: The school is NOT responsible for stolen items.  Students may NOT keep any items in their lockers which are prohibited by the discipline code, listed as contraband items in this handbook, or detrimental to the welfare of other students.  School lockers are the property of Blacksburg High School.  School authorities may conduct periodic general inspections of lockers at any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.  Students taking physical education are assigned lockers with locks.  If any lock is lost, the student will pay $10.00 to replace it.  Students may not replace locks provided by the school with their own locks.
Lunch: During good weather, students are to remain outside the building during lunch periods.  Off-limits areas are bus lot and parking lots (including inside cars).  During bad weather, students may go to the gym or remain in the cafeteria.
Lunchroom Behavior: No charges are allowed on accounts with a negative balance except for regular lunches.  Students who have a negative balance are not allowed to charge special sales, extra entrees, drinks, snacks, etc.  The dress code WILL be enforced inside the cafeteria.  1) No trays are to be left on tables; all trays are to be emptied in proper receptacles in lunchroom. 2) Students are to leave lunchroom after emptying their trays.  3) Unnecessary noise, throwing food, playing, or taking another student’s food is unacceptable. 4) Using another student’s lunch number may result in offender being barred from lunchroom for remainder of school year. 5) Students line up according to instructions of duty teacher. 
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Media Center: Books may be checked out for two weeks at a time; overdue fines are five cents per day per late book.  Students will pay the media specialist for overdue or lost books.  Magazines are not on loan from Media Center.  Anyone caught writing in a book, magazine, or newspaper will be charged for it.
Medicine: Students are not to bring over the counter or prescription medicines to school.  If you must take medicine at school, please see the nurse for a permission form.
Payments: Checks should be made payable to Blacksburg High School for fees and other payments due the school unless otherwise directed.  All checks returned for insufficient funds will incur a $25.00 additional charge if the entire amount of the check is not paid in full in cash in the front office within a week of the check’s return.  
Power of I: Students are required to complete all work for each course.  Each teacher has implemented a Power of I policy which he or she will review with students.  Power of I requires that students complete all work for courses and that students have the opportunity to complete additional review and preparation prior to retaking allowed tests for an improved grade.
Off-Limits Areas

Students must stay on the school grounds from the time they arrive - even if the first period class has not yet started- until dismissal or until they are picked up by the bus.  Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds at any time during the school day, unless they are going to CTC, attend college classes, or have permission from the office.  If you must leave the school grounds, you must sign out in the office.

Some areas of the school grounds are “off-limits” to students during the school day.  Students are not to be in the following areas unless accompanied by a faculty member: parking areas around the building; auditorium and stage area; the athletic field, track area and Field House; the outside area behind the gym and the area between the high school gym and middle school gym; any fenced area; elevators, and teachers' lounges. 
The following areas are off limits during lunch: upstairs of the school; restrooms other than the designated ones near the cafeteria; field house, band room, art room, chorus room, computer labs, gym area, unless it is open due to inclement weather, or other classrooms at lunch unless accompanied by a member of the faculty. Students must be supervised at all times. A teacher must be on duty for students to be in the gym; other areas may be designed as “off-limits.”   Being caught in an off-limits area will result in 3 days ISS for the first offense, 5 days OSS for the second offense, and a recommendation for expulsion for subsequent offenses.

Lost and Found: Check in office to see if lost item has been turned in to office staff.

Public Displays of Affection (PDA): All BHS students are expected to conduct themselves properly.  Kissing, necking, and petting are inappropriate for school and will not be tolerated.   CCSD policy states “Any public display of affection on school property or during school-sponsored activities is strictly forbidden. PDA includes any kissing or any contact that may be construed as having a sexual connotation” (see CCSD portion of handbook for consequences of violating this rule). 
Physicals for the Armed Forces: Armed Services physicals are approved by the principal as school business if the student brings notes from a recruiter and parent to verify the absences.
        
Student Sign Out: For the safety and welfare of our students, Blacksburg High School does not allow students to sign out for lunch or for other appointments during the school day unless a parent or guardian comes directly to the school and signs the student out in person. Individuals signing students out must be on the school nurse’s form and have a picture ID. This avoids numerous disruptions with students coming into the office during class time and making phone calls home to sign out.  Although we are a small school and know many of the parents, we cannot identify parents just by talking to them on the phone.  Also we will not be able to accept notes or waivers to allow students to sign out.  Our office staff does not have the authority to override this policy “because they know you or your voice.” Due to liability associated with a student under our care being involved in an accident, we can no longer continue this practice. In the future, any student signing out for a doctor, dentist, or other appointment during the school day must bring an excuse from the doctor or dentist upon his/her return to school.  

Skateboarding: As posted, skateboarding is not allowed on school property at any time.  Appropriate action will be taken against violators.  

Tardy to class:  Students who are tardy to an individual class will receive a tardy slip from the classroom teacher.  Student signs the slip, keeps the bottom copy, and returns white copy to the teacher who turns it in to the office.  Students may receive up to three tardies in a nine-week period without penalty.  This includes tardies to class and to school.  The fourth and any subsequent tardies per nine weeks result in 1 day OSS for each tardy.

Tardy to school: Students who report to school after the 8:05 bell rings will report to Mrs. Batchler in the attendance office to sign in, obtain an admit slip, and receive a tardy. No student will be admitted to class without an admit slip.
Telephone: Students are not to use the telephone while class is in session.  Please do not have incoming calls at school except in case of true emergencies.  Calls should be limited to three minutes each. Students are not allowed out of class to use the telephone without permission.
Textbooks: Textbooks are the property of the State of South Carolina and are issued to students using a unique barcode for each student.  Students are responsible for the textbooks issued to them and will be held responsible for damaged or lost textbooks.  Unsettled textbook accounts will handled according to the unsettled accounts policy.  There will be no refunds after June 10th for returned books, even if the book is returned.  BHS is required to pay the state for the book and the state does not refund money; therefore, BHS cannot make refunds.

Transportation - Bus Policies: Riding a bus is a privilege, district policies apply. Cars and Parking: Student drivers are required by the CCSD to complete Alive at 25, a safe driving program, before they are allowed to purchase required parking tags from office for campus parking. Tags are to be displayed as instructed at time of purchase.  Cars must be parked in designated spaces.  Students are not allowed to sit in or visit cars or buses during the school day.   CTC Driving/Riding Permits: In accordance with CTC policies, students who drive/ride to CTC during the school day must have a permit.  Failure to comply with this policy results in OSS.  See district policy in front of handbook.

   Alive at 25 Class Dates and Locations for 2011

	BHS
	CTC

	September 1
	August 25

	November 3
	October 6

	
	November 19

	
	December 15


Alive at 25 class dates for 2012 may be accessed at http://www.scaliveat25.org/courses.aspx.  These dates are not available as of the handbook publication date.
Vending Machines: No refunds are given for money lost in the vending machines. 

Visitors: All visitors should report directly to office before going to any other location on campus.  Visitors will have a photo badge made which must be worn the entire visit. Visitors will check in and out of the school on a computerized system.  All unauthorized persons on school grounds or on school buses are subject to arrest and prosecution.  Please note that this applies to all visitors, including recent graduates of BHS.
SERVICES AND INFORMATION

Athletics: Any student who participates in team sports, including interscholastic competition, must have a state birth certificate on file in the office.  Students should bring copies of their birth certificates in 9th grade to insure problem-free access to sports programs.

College Applications: Students and parents should begin considering college requirements and offerings by end of 9th grade. Students may write to admissions offices to request catalogs.  

      SENIORS: TAKE NOTE

· Students planning to attend a technical college are NOT required to take the SAT or ACT.  These schools offer placement tests.

· By October of the senior year, students should have several college choices.
· Applications should be submitted in late fall, no later than early November.  
· Most colleges require online applications.  Online access for submitting college applications is available in the guidance department.

· Students MUST inform guidance counselors when online applications are submitted so that official student transcripts can be sent to the college(s).  

· When notified of acceptance by college you plan to attend, notify other colleges so they may adjust and make room for another student in your spot.

Scholarships: Local, state, and national scholarship notices sent to BHS are posted on the bulletin board in the guidance department’s waiting area, as well as in senior teachers’ classrooms.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to see the guidance department for scholarship applications.  
College Entrance Examinations:  
Prior to registering for either the ACT or the SAT, students should meet with our guidance counselors to look at the student’s academic and test records to decide which test is best for the student.  All colleges accept both tests.  Advisement from guidance will help students make the best choice.
The SAT and ACT are given on specific dates in fall and spring of each year.  Registration for these must be made weeks in advance. Test dates, registration deadlines, and late registration deadlines are listed below.  Note that a LATE FEE applies to the late registration deadline for both the SAT and the ACT.  Applicants should check with specific colleges to see what tests are admission requirements. More information is available at www.collegeboard.com  and www.actstudent.org   See the chart that follows for SAT and ACT test dates and registration deadlines.  Please note that a late fee applies after the regular registration deadline; apply on time!  Students may apply online or through regular mail.  Online applications require a credit card for payment.  
2011-2012 SAT & ACT Test Dates
	TEST DATE
	TEST
	Registration
Deadline*
	Late
Registration
Deadline

	SEP 10, 2011 
	ACT
	AUG 12, 2011 
	AUG 26, 2011 

	OCT 1, 2011 
	SAT
	SEP 9, 2011 
	SEP 21, 2011 

	OCT 22, 2011 
	ACT
	SEP 16, 2011 
	SEPT 30, 2011 

	NOV 5, 2011 
	SAT
	OCT 7, 2011 
	OCT 21, 2011 

	DEC 3, 2011 
	SAT
	NOV 8, 2011 
	NOV 20, 2011 

	DEC 10, 2011 
	ACT
	NOV 4, 2011 
	NOV 18, 2011 

	JAN 28, 2012 
	SAT
	DEC 30, 2011 
	JAN 13, 2012 

	MAR 10, 2012 
	SAT
	FEB 10, 2012 
	FEB 24, 2012 

	APR 14, 2012 
	ACT
	MAR 9, 2012 
	MAR 23, 2012 

	MAY 5, 2012 
	SAT
	APR 6, 2012 
	APR 20, 2012 

	JUN 2, 2012 
	SAT
	MAY 8, 2012 
	MAY 22, 2012 

	JUN 9, 2012 
	ACT
	MAY 4, 2012 
	MAY 18, 2012 


Back to top
College Requirements: See registration guide or visit Guidance Department

Course of Study: Every student should decide upon a course of study by the latter part of the 8th grade year.  Beginning in 9th grade, electives should be chosen in either college preparatory or technical preparatory course of study.

Guidance: BHS employs two guidance counselors to assist students with scheduling, course and career planning, academic achievement, and post-secondary educational plans. Please see your counselors if your grades fall below a successful level.

HSAP Exit Exam: Students must pass all three areas of the South Carolina Exit Exam to earn a diploma from the state of South Carolina.  Juniors and seniors who did not pass all three areas will be testing in areas they have not passed in the fall.  Spring test dates are for all second year high school students and any juniors or seniors who still have not passed an area.  Fall Dates: ELA Session 1 –October 18; ELA Session 2- October 19; Mathematics: October 20; Spring Dates: ELA Session 1 - April 17; ELA Session 2- April 18; Mathematics: April 19.
Individualized Graduation Plans: Our guidance counselors meet with students and parents to set up IGPs aimed at guiding students on a career path.  These meetings are held each year with students in grades 9-12; parents will be notified of the meeting time set aside specifically for their child.  All parents should plan to attend these important conferences.  

Program of Studies: See district portion of this handbook for diploma requirements.

Summer School: CCSD offers summer school classes each year in Gaffney and in Blacksburg.  Course offerings are based on number of students requesting a particular course, as well as availability of instructors.

Testing: Students are evaluated annually with all resources available to us.  Tests are available to check physical and psychological needs.  Results of these evaluations aid in determining strengths and weaknesses of individuals and are used to help everyone reach his potential.  Each spring and/or fall, students are tested using standardized tests such as the South Carolina EXIT EXAM. Students in Advanced Placement courses must meet exceptional performance levels in the course to take the area AP exam(s).  State End-of-Course Exams are required in some classes.
Withdrawals and Transfers: Any student withdrawing from BHS is expected to pay all debts owed.  Transcripts and recommendations are issued only after outstanding debts are paid.  Students leaving BHS for any reason should report to guidance for specific instructions.

EVENT REGULATIONS 

Awards & Scholarships Night

Near the end of the year BHS holds two programs to recognize student achievements and scholarships.  The Awards Program for underclassmen in grades 9-11 is held immediately prior to the Awards and Scholarship Program for seniors.  All students, parents, and community are invited to both programs.  In most cases, award and scholarship winners are not announced prior to the programs.  BHS will send a general Alert Now! message to students and parents announcing the dates and times.  We cannot notify families about specific awards and scholarships since many of these are last-minute decisions from various sources.  Students who receive an award and who were not able to attend the ceremony will be called to the office to pick up their awards; however, the specific awards and scholarships students receive will not be announced in an effort to limit instructional disruptions. 

Prom: Students with more than one occurrence of OSS will not be eligible to attend the prom.  The age range of eligible attendees is 14 - 20 years old.  Any student attending the prom as the date of a BHS student, but who is not him or herself a BHS student, is required to submit a request to attend form which may or may not be approved. . Debts accrued in any grade owed by any student attending prom must be paid in full or arrangements made in the office for payment prior to purchasing a Prom ticket.  Other specific attendance guidelines for juniors, seniors, and their escorts may be given to all juniors and seniors prior to the prom. All prom attendees must adhere to the Prom Dress Code as given below:

 LADIES- DRESS OR FORMAL WEAR

· STRAPLESS OR THIN STRAP DRESSES ARE ACCEPTABLE AS LONG AS THE TOP OF THE DRESS ENCIRCLES YOUR BODY NO LESS THAN ONE INCH UNDER YOUR ARM PITS

· SEE-THROUGH OR CUT OUT MID-DRIFFS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. WITH YOUR ARMS BY YOUR SIDES, IF SKIN TOUCHES SKIN, THE DRESS IS NOT ACCEPTABLE.

· BACKLESS DRESSES ARE ACCEPTABLE AS LONG AS THEY DO NOT DIP BELOW AN IMAGINARY LINE DRAWN AROUND YOUR WAIST FROM YOUR BELLY BUTTON.

· FRONT BUST LINES MAY NOT DIP BELOW THE BOTTOM OF YOUR BRA STRAP ENCIRCLING YOUR BODY

· DRESS SLITS OR HEM LINES MAY NOT BE SHORTER THAN YOUR ARM LENGTHS BY YOUR SIDE

· YOU MAY NOT WEAR ONE DRESS INTO THE PROM AND THEN CHANGE INTO ANOTHER DRESS

· SHAWLS USED TO COVER NON DRESS CODE DRESSES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

GENTLEMEN – TUXEDO, SUIT OR DRESS PANTS WITH SPORTS COAT

· JEANS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

· SHIRTS WITHOUT COLLARS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.

· TENNIS SHOES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE (IF THIS IS AN ISSUE SEE MRS. CRATER)

· LONG PANTS ARE REQUIRED – NO SHORTS!

Organizations and Clubs

Please note: We are in the process of revising eligibility requirements for various clubs and offices such as class officers and Student Council.  The new eligibility requirements will be announced as they become available.  Club and class sponsors can answer any questions about the new rules.  

Band: Students interested in playing in band should see Mr. Dixon for requirements.  All band students are expected to abide by band director’s rules.

Cheerleaders: Judges select cheerleaders after a week of practices.  Tryout Requirements: Overall “C” average with no “F” in any subject.  To remain on squad, these academic standards must be maintained.  All cheerleaders must abide by cheerleader constitution.

Clubs include Art, FCA, FFA, Hacky Sack, Senior Beta,and Student Council.  See club sponsors to learn about specific requirements. 

Publications: Wildcat Growl  - school newspaper;  Centralian -  school yearbook.  

A special senior edition of the paper will be published providing funds can be raised to cover the cost. While we would like to feature all seniors, only students who fill out the required forms and turn them in on time will have a senior profile in the paper.  No late forms are accepted. The same rule applies to senior photos in the newspaper; only those students who opt to have their photo taken in the group shots will be featured.   

Yearbooks: Please note the change in how students purchase yearbooks this year.  Yearbooks will be sold online or directly at BHS.  There is no mail-in bill program this year.  We are using Josten's as our publisher this year. The price of the yearbook increases after December 31st and again after February 1st.    Students may have their names imprinted and/or select icons to be printed on the covers; this is solely at the discretion of the student and parent.  We suggest having your name imprinted for security.  The deadline for name stamps will be given via announcements at school.
The number of yearbooks ordered is based on pre-sales.  If you do not pre-order, we cannot guarantee you a yearbook.  Due to rising print costs, we are only ordering a few extra books this year.  Order early! The price of the all-color, 9x12, 232-page yearbook is $66.00. Price is subject to change after publication of handbook depending on print costs/
Only photos taken by the school photography company will be used for class photos, including seniors.  We do not accept photos from other sources for publication in the yearbook. There is no charge for students to have photos taken for the yearbook by Lifetouch, our school photographer.  All students are expected to have their pictures taken for the yearbook and for school IDs.

JUST FOR SENIORS

Address and Phone Numbers: BHS sends multiple mailings and Alert Now messages to inform seniors and their parents about pending deadlines and events during your senior year. We use the address and phone numbers on file to send these messages.  If your contact information has changed, please let us know ASAP so we can assure that you will receive senior information all year long.

Class Day: Specific instructions for behavior and dress expectations for all seniors are outlined prior to Class Day.  Clothing must meet the guidelines set forth by the Class Day Committee and administration.  The Class Day guidelines letter will be given to seniors in the spring. the letter must be signed and turned to Mrs. Hughes or Mrs. Black by the deadline stated on the letter or students will not be eligible to participate.
Class Day Slide Show:  Each senior may submit up to 10 photos to be considered for the Senior Slide Show to be shown in the auditorium before Class Day.  This slide show will also be included on the DVDs sold with Class Day and Graduation.  The Senior Slide Show is a service and not a requirement.  Teachers donate their time to produce this slide show; We cannot guarantee perfection or inclusion of all photos.  Students and parents will be given a form which must be signed and turned in with the CD.  CDs will not be returned. Photo CDs must be turned in to Mrs. Hughes in Room 218 by the announced deadline.  No late CDs will be accepted

Commencement Exercises: Participating in Blacksburg High School’s graduation ceremony is voluntary.  Any student who does not wish to participate in the ceremony may pick up his or her diploma in the office the next school day after graduation.  Diplomas will be distributed only to the senior who earns them immediately after the graduation ceremony.  Any changes to a student’s status will not be reflected in the contents of the cover.  For example, if a student pays a fine on the day of graduation, he/she may still participate in the graduation ceremony but his/her diploma will not be in the cover.  The diploma can be picked up in the office the next school day after graduation. 

In order to participate in Blacksburg High School’s graduation ceremony, each graduate must 

· attend the mandatory graduation practice.  

· be in good standing with the school.  This means that all school fines must be paid in full, all textbooks and library books must be turned in, and all school property must be accounted for (locks, calculators, uniforms, etc.).

· earn a high school diploma, qualifying certificate, or eligibility diploma.

· make up his/her absences in full before graduation practice.

· meet the dress code and have a signed dress code form on file with the senior sponsor.

Graduation: Graduation is a time-honored tradition.  The guidelines are set forth by the Graduation Committee and administration.  Seniors will be given a copy of the Graduation Dress Code and Guidelines letter the first week of school. The letter must be signed by each senior and his or her parent/guardian before being returned to Mrs. Black by September 2, 2011.

Homecoming: The senior class will select 10 girls, including minority representatives, to be the Homecoming Court.  Senior football players will be the honor escorts for the Court in the Homecoming Assembly.   The Homecoming Queen is elected by students in grades 10-12 immediately following the Homecoming Assembly.  Girls in the Homecoming Court must wear clothing meeting the Cherokee County School Dress Code and specifically must adhere to the following guidelines set forth by the principal and Homecoming Committee of Blacksburg High School:

· No halter-style tops or dresses, spaghetti straps, plunging necklines or strapless tops of dresses – NO BARE SHOULDERS AT ALL!

· No evening gowns or “prom” dresses

· No high side or back splits

· No cutouts in dresses or tops

· No short hemlines

· No visible cleavage

Suits project an elegant and classy image, although students may opt to wear another style dress befitting the occasion and meeting the stated guidelines.  All girls must adhere to these rules; no exceptions. Students who do not comply with these rules will not be allowed to participate in the pictures, assembly and/or halftime.  Halftime requires a dress, a suit, or a pantsuit; a pair of slacks and a top are not formal enough for this high profile occasion.  No flip flops.  Escorts for halftime must wear dress pants, dress shoes, shirt, and tie or a suit, dress shirt, and dress shoes and tie.  These guidelines apply to Homecoming photographs, assembly and halftime festivities.

Senior Yearbook Ads: Senior ad information will be mailed to each senior’s home to the address in Power School.  We will send Alert Now messages reminding seniors and parents about the deadlines for both payment and ad materials. A nonrefundable $50.00 deposit is required to place an ad.  Students must pay in full for the senior ads by the last payment deadline or a $20 late fee will be assessed. Ads are sold on a first-come, first-serve basis until the allotted space for senior ads is filled.

Senior Class Officers:  In order to run for senior class officer, candidates must meet certain qualifications.  Each candidate must have at least a C average and 15 or fewer absences in each class taken during his/her junior year.  Any officer who does not maintain a C average and keep fewer than 15 absences in each class during his/her senior year may be removed from office.  Additionally, each candidate must have an acceptable discipline record from his/her junior year.  

Senior Privileges: Senior privileges are privileges and not rights.  They are announced each year after school begins.  Senior class officers make requests for privileges; class conduct determines number and kind of privileges granted.

Senior Projects: Each senior enrolled in English IV at BHS is required to complete a Senior Project to fulfill graduation requirements.  English IV teachers work with students in their class to guide this project.  Its three required elements are a research paper, a physical project overseen by an approved mentor, and an oral presentation to a panel of judges.  Students who do not satisfactorily complete all three elements will not pass English IV, a required course for graduation.

Parking and Driving Rules for Blacksburg High School

2011-2012
Completion of the safe driving program "Alive at 25" is a district-mandated requirement for students to be eligible to drive a vehicle to any CCSD campus.  The cost is $35 per student for this program.  Students must complete this program prior to purchasing the required parking permit for BHS.  See page 10 for Alive at 25 class dates and ;ocations for 2011 and where to find 2012 dates.
· All students must purchase a parking permit for their vehicles.

· The back parking lot is reserved for seniors only; however, seniors are reminded there are a limited number of parking spaces available in that lot.  These will be sold on a first come basis.  Because of safety concerns, seniors driving to CTC, Spartanburg Community, or Limestone during lunch should park in the front parking lot. Seniors parking in the front lot will be assigned a parking space on the front row.

· Parking for all other students is located in the parking lot across from the school. Underclassmen parking will be on a first come basis. There is no assigned parking for underclassmen. Do not park in the senior parking on the front row.

· Teacher parking is located in the lot in front of and beside the gym area.  Students should not park in this area.

· Any student speeding or playing around in the parking lot in an unsafe manner can have their driving privileges suspended or revoked.

· When students report to school in the morning or come back to BHS from CTC, they should park their cars and come directly into the building.  Students cannot sit in or on cars during the school day. Students must have a pass from the office to be in the parking lot during the school day.

· Students leaving BHS during lunch to go to CTC should stay in the cafeteria or in the designated area behind the school until 5 minutes before departure to CTC.  This is for both bus and car riders.

· Students should not be in the parking lot during the school day without permission from the office.  This is an off-limits area and will result in 3 days ISS for the first offense, 5 days OSS for the second offense, and a recommendation for expulsion for subsequent offenses.
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AGES/ATTENDANCE – Policy Reference JB/JBA

It is the policy of the Cherokee County School District to assure that all children between the ages of 5 and 17 are in attendance at a public, private school or kindergarten or in an approved home schooling program in accord with State compulsory attendance law and regulations.  A parent or guardian whose child is not six years old on or before the first day of September of the school year may waive kindergarten attendance for their child.

For the purposes of this policy, students may be counted in attendance or present under the following conditions.  They are:

1. at school when they have reported to their classroom, homeroom or the first class of the day.  (Secondary students must be present 50% of the time in each class in order to receive attendance credit for that class)

2. on homebound instruction

3. engaged in a school sponsored activity approved by the principal

4. engaged in kindergarten or first grade testing

5. assigned to in school suspension.

Students at all grade levels are expected to be in attendance for the 180 days of instruction in a school year.  Students to whom Carnegie credits are to be granted in a secondary level course must attend 85 days of each 90 day semester to receive one-half unit of credit.  They must attend 170 days of a full year course to receive one unit of credit.

ABSENCES AND EXCUSES 
- Policy Reference JBD
Students enrolled in the Schools of Cherokee County are expected to attend school each day of the 180 day school year.  Any student who is absent from school must present an excuse in compliance with the criteria established by this policy if the absence is to be considered lawful.
Lawful Absences

Students will be considered lawfully absent when:

1. they are ill and their attendance in school would endanger their health or the health of others.

2. there is a death or serious illness in their immediate family, (lawful absences limited to 3 days per occurrence).  (Immediate family includes father, mother, brother, sister, grandfather, grandmother, in-laws of the same degree or resident of the same household).

3. they have chronic illness, certified, upon diagnosis and at the beginning of every year thereafter, by a physician, which causes them to be absent in excess of the number of lawful absences allowed.  Students must submit a chronic illness form or statement, completed and signed by the physician who diagnoses or is treating the condition.  Periodic updates, at least every three months, of the chronic illness statements are required.

4. there is a recognized religious holiday of their faith.  Notification to the principal, 

prior to the absence on the holiday, is required.

5. periods of hospitalization or extended medical care by a physician, which are not of

sufficient duration to warrant homebound instruction, as approved by the principal.          

6.   absences due to health related conditions (i.e. medical, dental clinic appointments). 

 
      Appointments must be verified by physician or clinic personnel.

7.   other absences not covered above must be approved by the principal.

Unlawful Absences

Students will be considered unlawfully absent when:

1.   they are absent without acceptable cause with or without the knowledge of their

parents or guardians.

2.   they are suspended from school for violations of the school discipline policy.

3.   any absences not considered as lawful in the preceding section are judged to be 

      unlawful or unexcused for purposes of implementation of this policy.

Lawful Excuses

1. An excuse written and signed by the parent is required for all absences.  The excuse must include the reason for absence and the dates of the absences.  Parents’ notes will be accepted without physician confirmation for five (5) absences in a school year.

2. A physician’s verification of absences due to illness is required for any absences above five (5) days in a school year.
3. A physician or clinic staff verification of absences due to medical, dental or clinic appointment is required in all instances.

4. All excuses must be presented within three (3) days of the absence from school.  The principal may make an exception to the three (3) days time limit, for cause. Qu. 3

Review of Absences

The principal is appointed as the Board’s designee to review all absences after a student has been absent five (5) days per semester or ten (10) days per year.  The principal must review each absence to determine whether it is lawful or unlawful.  Due diligence must be enforced for excessive absences by verifying with the parent(s) and/or physician or clinic staff the number of days and cause(s) of absences.

Absences and Course Credit

As established in Cherokee County School Board Policy JB/JBA, a student at the secondary level must attend a minimum number of days to earn high school credit.  A student will be denied credit if:

1. the student accumulates eleven (11) or more unlawful absences in a full year course or six or more unlawful absences in a semester course.Qu. 1

2. the student is absent lawfully or unlawfully for a combined total of sixteen or more days from a year long course or eight or more days from a semester course.Qu. 2


EXCEPTION to Absence and Course Credit:

3. lawful absences in excess of these limits up to 21 days may be approved by the 

principal and credit granted if the student has shown acceptable mastery of the course content as demonstrated by a grade of C or above.  The principal may approve lawful absences up to 21 days only for the following reasons: 

· documented chronic illness (Chronic illness must be documented by physician’s excuses for absences.)

· medical or hospital care of insufficient duration to require homebound instruction

Medical Homebound Instruction


Medical homebound instruction is a service that is available for students who cannot attend school for a medical reason even with the aid of transportation. A physician must certify that the student has such a medical condition but may benefit from instruction, and must fill out the medical homebound form that the school district provides. The school district then decides whether to approve the student for medical homebound services. The school district will consider the severity of the student’s illness or injury, the length of time that the student will be out of school, the impact that a long period away from school will have on the student’s academic success, and whether the student’s health needs can be met at school. To learn more about medical homebound services, contact the principal of your child’s school.

ASSIGNMENT TO SCHOOLS; ATTENDANCE ZONES; TRANSFERS & WITHDRAWALS– Policy Reference JBCC

Attendance zones/choice (non-Title I)

Each student will be assigned to a school that serves his/her legal place of residence as determined by the board for the current school year.  Students may transfer to a school of choice within the district as long as the student-to-teacher ratio does not exceed a number to be determined each year by the district in the receiving school.  Students in the assigned attendance area will be given first priority for school assignment.  Students must provide their own transportation if they attend outside of their assigned attendance area.  Requests for transfer should be made in writing to the principal of the receiving school and will not be changed during a school year.  All requests for transfer (non-Title I) must be submitted annually by March 1.  Exceptions are necessary for classes that are identified and are funded for additional class size reduction.  The district may assign students 17 years old or older and in the ninth grade to an alternate program.

A child with a disability may be assigned to attend school in another building if that facility houses the appropriate special education program for that child.  Transportation to these programs is provided by the district.

The district, through the state transportation program, will provide transportation for all pupils living in the district who reside more than one and one-half miles from the school in their assigned attendance zone.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES – Policy Reference JH

The board encourages student activities that are part of the overall program and which are properly supervised and operated in accordance with school policies and regulations.  These activities include athletics, social activities, student clubs, fine arts activities, etc.  The principal is responsible for organizing student activities and for providing adequate supervision, administering student finances, and approving all student activities.  It is the procedure of secondary schools in Cherokee County to require releases from parents/guardians stating that the school is not responsible for any medical or hospital expense incurred by students while participating in athletics or other activities.

MEDICINES:  ASSISTING STUDENTS WITH MEDICATION – Policy Reference JGCD; JLCD-R

Prescription or nonprescription medications required by a student should be administered by a parent or by the student’s medical provider.  Parents should use every effort to have medication times set for time periods outside school hours.

When this is not possible, the Cherokee County School District staff may assist in the administration of medication during school hours, subject to the following rules:

1. ADMINISTERING MEDICATION:  The principal or his/her designee is authorized to assist a student with oral medication if the student has a physician’s statement on file.  The designee must be a nurse or a person trained in procedures for assisting the medications by a nurse.

2. PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT OF MEDICATION NEED:  A completed Statement of Medication Need from the student’s physician (including a dentist) relating to each medication must be on file.  The note must state that a valid health reason exists that makes administration of such medication necessary during school hours or when the student is under the supervision of school officials.  The physician’s statement must indicate the student’s name, the name of the medication, the dosage, the time and dates to be given, possible side effects, special care needed for the medication (e.g., refrigeration), the termination date for administering the medication, and the physician’s signature.  This request is valid for a period of one year.

3. PARENT’S AUTHORIZATION:  The parent or legal guardian must also sign the statement of medication need giving permission to have the school administer the medication.  The school district retains the discretion to reject requests for assisting students with medicine.

4.  RESPONSIBLE ADULT MUST BRING MEDICATION TO SCHOOL:  All medication shall be brought to school by a responsible adult.

5.  CHECK-IN PROCEDURE:  The school nurse/designee shall record the date medication is brought in, ensure that the required authorization is on file, and count and record the number or amount of medication in the presence of the person who deposited it.

6.  ORIGINAL CONTAINER:  All medication must be in the original labeled container and be labeled with the student’s name.  The school shall accept no more than a 30-day supply.  The school shall not administer expired medications.

7.  CHANGES TO PRESCRIPTION:  It is the responsibility of the parent to notify the school of any changes to the original prescription, and a new pharmacy label and container must be submitted with any change.

8.  STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY:  It shall be the student’s responsibility to come to the office at the appropriate times for medication unless a physician or dentist indicates in writing that the student cannot do this and must have the medication on his person.

9.  DOSAGE:   To protect students, staff shall not administer medication in a dosage that exceeds the recommended maximum in the Physicians’ Desk Reference.  The school district personnel will not be responsible for any adverse drug reaction when the student has been assisted in taking medication in the manner prescribed.

STUDENT RECORDS – Annual Notice required by Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age 
(“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.  They are: 

(1)The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the day the District receives a request for access.  Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The principal will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.


(2)The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student believes are inaccurate or misleading. 

Parents or eligible students may ask Cherokee County School District to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading.  They should write the school principal, clearly identify 
the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading.  If the District decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the District will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing. 


(3)The right to consent to disclosure of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.  One exception which permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests.  A school official is a person employed by the District as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a person or company with whom the District has contracted to perform a special task (such as attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.  A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.  The district may disclose without your consent information it has designated as “directory information”.  Directory information includes name, photograph, home address, telephone listing, date and place of birth, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance, degree and awards received and the most recent previous school attended and other similar information.  Directory information may be released by the district in a variety of ways including print media and electronically to the district or school website.  If you do not wish the above information to be disclosed as directory information about your child, you must inform the principal of your child’s school in writing within 15 days of receipt of this notice.  If you do not inform the principal that you object to the release of any or all information designated as “directory information”, we will be free to release or use directory information on your child as appropriate.  Upon request, the District discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll and provides transcripts to schools of higher education.


(4)The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA is:   Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20202-4605
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS – Policy Reference IHF-R

The South Carolina State Board of Education regulates the South Carolina State high school diploma.  A state high school diploma from this district is based upon satisfactory completion of the number of units required by the state board and passage of the State Exit Exam.

Beginning with the ninth grade class of school year 1997-98 and thereafter, twenty-four (24) Carnegie units are 

required for graduation with a diploma.


The 24 units of credit are distributed as follows:


English


4 units


Mathematics


4 units


U. S. History

1 unit


Science



3 units*


Government

½ unit


Computer Science

1 unit


Economics

½ unit


PE or ROTC


1 unit


Other Social Studies
1 unit


Electives


to complete 24 

 units**


*3 lab sciences; One of the sciences must be a physical science course and must be completed by the end of the  student’s 10th grade year.


**at least one unit of Foreign Language or Career and Technology Education

At least 50 percent of the instructional time in English I, II, III, and IV, and in any other course used to meet the language arts requirements for graduation must be devoted to the teaching of composition and grammar.

One unit in computer science, if approved by the state department of education for this purpose, may be counted toward the mathematics requirements.* All students must demonstrate keyboarding proficiency by graduation.  College preparatory students must have 1 unit of foreign language.  Students in Tech Prep/Work Force entry programs must have 5 vocational/occupational education units.  NOTE:  While the state requirement is for one unit of foreign language, most colleges and universities require 2-3 units of the same foreign language.  Students who meet these unit requirements and pass the exit exam are eligible for a diploma.  
*If a unit of computer science is used to complete math requirements then one additional unit of computer science is required.

HSAP

The High School Assessment Program (HSAP) will be the required exit examination for graduation.

Retaking HSAP

· Beginning with the HSAP examinees in spring 2004, the HSAP will be offered to non-passing students each time the test is administered.  After the fourth administration, students not receiving units at a minimum of three per academic year will not take HSAP again until they are classified as seniors by the school district. 
Who Will Be Tested

· For purposes of the high school assessment, students will be tested in the spring of the second year after their initial enrollment in the ninth grade.

· Students will participate in the alternate assessment if they meet participation guidelines for alternate assessment and they are 15 years of age on or before September 1 of the current year.
The above HSAP information is subject to change by the State Department of Education.
PROMOTION PROCEDURES – Promotion and Retention Board Policy Reference IHE-R

The teacher(s) and principal of a school should know by the end of the first semester those students who are not making satisfactory progress.  In cases when students are not progressing satisfactorily, the procedures below will be followed: 

End of First Semester

1. At the end of the first semester, the teacher will indicate in a letter or progress report all subjects a child is in danger of failing at this time.

2. A conference with the parent(s) must be scheduled by the teacher at this time to discuss the student’s program and progress.

3. During the conference, the following areas should be included in the discussion:

a. the student’s present level of attainment.

b. the level of attainment required for promotion.

c. specific problems the student is encountering.

d. suggestions to the parent(s) of ways in which they can assist the student.

A. These same procedures should be followed for students who transfer into the school at the end of the first

semester or during the second semester and are not making satisfactory progress.

Criteria for Promotion (Grades 9-12)

The student will be eligible for promotion if he/she successfully meets the pupil achievement criteria and promotion standards prescribed by the local board of trustees.


Grade 8 to 9 
The student will be eligible for 9th grade homeroom placement if he/she has been




promoted from 8th grade.


Grade 9 to 10
The student will be eligible for tenth grade homeroom placement if he/she successfully 

                              completes five (5) units of credit at the ninth grade level which must include one unit of 

                              English and one unit of Math.

Grade 10 to 11      The student will be eligible for eleventh grade homeroom placement if he/she

successfully completes twelve (12) units of credit of which a cumulative minimum of two

(2) units shall be in English and two (2) units shall be in Mathematics.

Grade 11 to 12      The student will be eligible for twelfth grade homeroom placement if he/she successfully

completes seventeen (17) units of credit of which a cumulative minimum of three (3)

units shall be in English and three (3) units shall be in Mathematics.

GRADE POINT SYSTEM AND ACADEMIC POLICIES GOVERNING COURSE CREDIT, TRANSFERS, AND CLASS RANK.

Cherokee County School District No. 1 operates on a Carnegie unit system as approved by the South Carolina State Board of Education.  One Carnegie unit is awarded for each full year course.   Half-year or semester courses are awarded .5 Carnegie units.   All courses are weighted in accordance with State’s Uniform Grading polices.  All Tech Prep and College Prep courses are based on a 4.0 scale.  Advanced placement/Honors and International Baccalaureate courses are based on a 5.0 scale. Students who withdraw from a class after the allowable number of days stated in the uniform grading policy and without approval of school administrators will be assigned an F with a numerical value of 62.  Students who do not receive credit due to excessive absences will be assigned an F with a numerical value of 62.  Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses receive the 1.0 weighting only for the course unit that is actually the AP or IB course.  Extensions over a longer period of time or “preparation courses receive honors or .5 weighting.  The grade point average is calculated by adding the point values of each course and dividing by the total number of courses.  Computations for GPR are truncated after four decimal places.   (See chart on following page.)

                       Uniform Grade and Weighting System*
Average

Grade
   College Prep/Tech
Honors/Dual Credit**
Advanced Placement









Courses


Courses

 

 100

    A

4.875

5.375


5.875


   99

    A

4.750

5.250


5.750


   98

    A

4.625

5.125


5.625


   97

    A

4.500

5.000


5.500


   96

    A

4.375

4.875


5.375


   95

    A

4.250

4.750


5.250


   94

    A

4.125

4.625


5.125


   93

    A

4.000

4.500


5.000


    92

    B

3.875

4.375

 
4.875


    91

    B

3.750

4.250


4.750


    90

    B

3.625

4.125


4.625


    89

    B

3.500

4.000


4.500


    88

    B

3.375

3.875


4.375


    87

    B

3.250

3.750


4.250


    86

    B

3.125

3.625


4.125


    85

    B

3.000

3.500


4.000


    84

    C

2.875

3.375


3.875


    83

    C

2.750

3.250


3.750


    82

    C

2.625
 
3.125


3.625


    81

    C

2.500

3.000


3.500


    80

    C

2.375

2.875


3.375


    79

    C

2.250

2.750


3.250


    78

    C

2.125.
               2.625                                  3.125


    77

    C

2.000

2.500


3.000


    76

    D

1.875

2.375                                   2.875


    75

    D

1.750

2.250                                   2.750


    74

    D

1.625

2.125                                   2.625


    73

    D

1.500

2.000                                   2.500


    72

    D

1.375

1.875                                   2.375


    71

    D

1.250

1.750                                   2.250


    70

    D

1.125

1.625                                   2.125


    69

    F

1.000

1.500                                   2.000


    68

    F

0.875

1.375                                   1.875


    67

    F

0.750

1.250                                   1.750


    66

    F

0.625

1.125                                   1.625


    65

    F

0.500

1.000                                   1.500


    64

    F

0.375

0.875                                   1.375


    63

    F

0.250

0.750                                   1.250


    62

    F

0.125

0.625                                   1.125

                  0-61

    F
               0.000

0.000                                   0.000

                  61                         FA                    0.000

0.000
                              0.000

                  61                         WF                   0.000

0.000                                   0.000

                  --
                         WP                   0.000

0.000                                   0.000

*The uniform grading scale and system for figuring GPR and class rank will apply to all courses carrying

 Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle/junior high school.

**Dual credit courses, whether the course is taken at the school site or off campus, are defined as those courses for which the student has received permission from his/her home school to receive both Carnegie units and credit at another institution.  No correspondence courses can be given the .5 additional weighting.

Internet-based or Distance Learning courses that are college or state approved may receive the appropriate weighting.

UNIFORM GRADING SCALE:    A=93-100, B=85-92, C=77-84, D=70-76, F=0-69

ACADEMIC POLICIES (9-12)

1. Course credit from institutions not fully accredited by the State Department of Education (in the state where the

institution is located or the regional accrediting agency) will not be accepted.  Credit from nonaccredited schools must be validated by standardized examination and/or students assigned in classes for a probationary period.

2. Credit for courses not endorsed by the State Department of Education will not be accepted.

3. An early graduate is a student in the junior class who chooses to graduate at the end of his/her junior year.

4. Only students classified as seniors at the beginning of the year are eligible for valedictorian and salutatorian.  Early graduates may be recognized as an honor graduate in their class, but will not be recognized for individual senior class academic honors.

5. Both Blacksburg and Gaffney will recognize a valedictorian and salutatorian of the senior class.  This determination will be made at the end of the school year when all final grades are complete.  To be eligible, the student must have no incomplete grades for courses in the class rank system.  For the purpose of applications and recognition for various organizations, class rank will be calculated at the end of the semester and at the end of the 3rd quarter of the senior year.  The most recent information (semester or 3rd quarter) will be used until final grades are determined.

6. Students who transfer into the Cherokee County School District immediately fall under the guidelines of the district and the school attended.

7. Students, other than seniors, who transfer within the Cherokee County School District fall under the guidelines for that school.

8. Seniors who transfer within the district will have a GPA and class rank based on that of the school from which they transferred.  These students are not eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian, but are eligible for other senior class honors.

9. To be eligible for senior class honors and awards, the student must be enrolled in that school prior to the beginning of the second semester of the school year.  Students who transfer into that senior class from out-of-district schools after school begins will receive class rank based on the receiving school’s system.  The district will adhere to state guidelines for accreditation and awarding of diplomas.

10. Letter grades which transfer in from high schools or colleges will be converted according to the following:  A=96,

        B=88, C=80, D=73, F=65, P (passing)-conversion based upon information from sending school.  

11. Number grades which transfer in will not be changed.  However, if the number grade transferring in is a final grade in that system, and is a failing grade in that system, then no credit will be issued in the Cherokee County system.  If the numerical grade is lower than 70 but is passing in that system, it will be converted to a 73 numerical grade.

12. Whenever transfer of grades from outside the district presents a problem, the principal will make a final determination.

13. With the first day of enrollment as the baseline, students who withdraw from a course within 3 days in a 45-day course, 5 days in a 90-day course, or 10 days in a 180-day course will do so without penalty.  Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of 3 days in a 45-day course, 5 days in a 90-day course, or 10 days in a 180-day course shall be assigned a WF and the F will be calculated in the student’s overall grade point average/ratio.  The 3-5-and 10-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty do not apply to course or course level changes initiated by the administration of a school.

14. Students may retake the same course at the same difficulty level under the following conditions:

· Only courses in which a grade of D or F was earned may be retaken.

· The course in which a D or F was earned may only be retaken during the current academic year

or not later than the next academic school year.

· The student’s record will reflect all courses taken and the grade earned, with the following exception:

Students taking courses for a Carnegie unit prior to their 9th grade year may retake any such course during

their 9th grade year.  In this case, only the 9th grade retake grade will be used in figuring the student’s GPR and only the 9th grade attempt will show on the transcript.  This rule will apply whether the grade earned is higher

or lower than the pre-ninth grade attempt.

15   .A student may transfer credit earned in the adult education program to a secondary school to count toward the  units of  credit required for a state high school diploma, if, for each unit being transferred a minimum of 120 hours has been spent in the class time in that subject at that level and the teacher was properly certified to teach the course.

16.  No student shall be allowed to apply more than six units earned in summer school, and/or through approved 

correspondence courses, virtual school, and/or through adult education program to requirements for a state high school diploma.

DRIVER EDUCATION – Policy Reference IDDG

Driver Education driving and observing appointments, once accepted by the student will be considered to be under the same conditions and policies as a classroom appointment.  Students would only be excused from these obligations for the same reasons as they would be from classroom obligations.

RIDING/DRIVING PRIVILEGES – Policy Reference JGGA

The Cherokee County School board grants approval for driving or riding, in private vehicles, between area high schools and the technology center to eleventh and twelfth grade students.  The Board approves riding privileges, only, for tenth grade students.  Ninth grade students may not drive or ride in private vehicles between area high schools and the technology center.  The building administration of area high schools and the technology center are directed to develop rules and procedures for administering this policy.  Violation of this policy or its accompanying administrative rules will result in loss or restriction of the student’s riding/driving privileges.

RIDING/DRIVING PRIVILEGES – Administrative Rule – Policy Reference JGGA-R

1. All students driving/riding to the Technology Center are required to have a permission form signed by a parent/guardian.

Parents/guardians must come to the Technology Center in person to sign forms.  Permission forms must be renewed annually.   Students without permission forms and driving permits may not drive or ride in private vehicles.  Students without valid permission forms or driving permits, who are caught driving or riding in a private vehicle, will be suspended for two days and forfeit riding/driving eligibility for the remainder of the school year.  

2.   Students traveling in private vehicles will be required to purchase individual driving/riding permits and carry them daily.     Permits must be purchased at the beginning of each school year.  Students with valid permits, who ride in private vehicles without their permits on their person, are subject to the following penalties:

a. First offense – 1 day of OSS

b. Second offense – 2 days of OSS

c. Third offense – 3 days of OSS

d. Subsequent offenses – loss of driving/riding permit

3.    Frequent car checks will occur throughout the year to check permits of all vehicle occupants.  The police 

      department and the highway patrol have been asked to closely supervise travel between schools, along with 

      various school officials.

4.    Students are required to present driving/riding permits upon request of any member of the school or district     

administration, faculty, staff, or law enforcement personnel.    The highway patrol and the police department will also take up permits of students violating the driving/riding rules and turn them over to school officials for appropriate action.

5.  VIOLATION OF THE FOLLOWING RULES WILL RESULT IN THE LOSS OF DRIVING/RIDING PRIVLEGES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

a. Reckless driving, irresponsible behaviors, speeding and/or other moving violations while traveling between schools, between schools and CTC or in the parking lots of the schools or CTC, which are confirmed by the law enforcement agency or school district personnel, will result in the loss of privileges.
b. Stopping between schools, at stores, gas stations, restaurants, etc. is prohibited.

c. The driver is responsible for limiting the number of passengers traveling in his/her vehicle to the number that the seat belts were designed to accommodate.  Over-loaded vehicles will be a violation of these rules.

d. Students are not permitted to ride in or on the back of pickup trucks or hang out the back of a hatchback car.

e. Driving/riding while under the influence of or in possession of or consuming alcohol or illegal drugs in a personal vehicle between schools is prohibited and will result in those consequences listed in the Cherokee County School district’s discipline policy (JD) and accompanying administrative rule (JD-R).

f. Driving/riding in a private vehicle after privileges have been revoked will result in a two-day suspension.

SCHOOL SAFETY – Policy Reference JR

Notice of Provisions of South Carolina School Safety Act of 1997

The South Carolina School Safety Act of 1997 states that a student who commits an assault and battery, other than one that is aggravated, on school grounds or at a school-sponsored event against any person affiliated with the school in an official capacity including, but not limited to, administrators, teachers, faculty, substitute teachers, teachers’ assistants, student teachers, custodial staff, food service staff, volunteers, law enforcement officers, school bus drivers, school crossing guards, or other regularly assigned school-contracted persons is guilty of assault and battery against school personnel which is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

Students who commit assault and battery on school grounds or at school functions will be reported to the police and are subject to disciplinary action by the school.

The School Safety Act of 1997 requires the following:

· When a student convicted of certain crimes (including assault and battery against school personnel) is assigned to various state agencies, that agency must immediately notify the principal/director of the school where the student is enrolled or plans to enroll.

· When a student is convicted of certain crimes but is not incarcerated or placed on probation, the presiding judge will order the court, or in some instances the prosecuting agency, to notify the student’s school district of the student’s sentence.  This notification must be sent within 10 days.

· School administrators must annually notify classroom teachers when any of their students are in either of the above categories.

· Schools must place information on students convicted of certain crimes in their permanent school records.  They must also forward this information if the student transfers to another school or district.

SAFE SCHOOLS ACT

As required by state law, schools will report certain violent acts that take place at school or at school sponsored activities to the State Board of Education.  School administrators will contact law enforcement authorities when any felony, assault and battery, aggravated assault and battery, crime involving a weapon or drug offense occurs on school property or at a school function.

The Safe Schools Act of 1990 makes it unlawful for any person to threaten a teacher, principal, other public officials or members of their family.  Upon conviction any person violating this provision must be punished by a term of imprisonment of not more than five years.
Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying

Code JICFAA 2006

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for maintaining a safe, positive environment for students and staff that is free from harassment, intimidation or bullying.

The board prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying of a student by students, staff and third parties that interfere with or disrupt a student’s ability to learn and the school’s responsibility to educate its students in a safe and orderly environment whether in a classroom, on school premises, on  school bus or other school-related vehicle, at an official school bus stop, at a school-sponsored activity or event whether or not it is held on school premises, or at another program or function where the school is responsible for the student.

For purposes of this policy, harassment, intimidation or bullying is defined as a gesture, electronic communication, or a written, verbal, physical or sexual act reasonably perceived to have the effect of either of the following:


*harming a student physically or emotionally or damaging a student’s property, or placing a student in


   reasonable fear of harm or property damage


*insulting or demeaning a student or group of students causing substantial disruption in, or substantial 

                 interference with, the orderly operation of the school

Any student who feels he/she has been subjected to harassment, intimidation or bullying is encouraged to file a complaint in accordance with procedures established by the superintendent. Complaints will be investigated promptly, thoroughly and confidentially. All school employees are required to report alleged violations of this policy to the principal or his/her designee. Reports by students or employees may be made anonymously.

The district prohibits retaliation or reprisal in any form against a student or employee who has filed a complaint or report of harassment, intimidation or bullying. The district also prohibits any person from falsely accusing another as a means of harassment, intimidation or bullying.

The board expects students to conduct themselves in an orderly, courteous, dignified and respectful manner. Students and employees have a responsibility to know and respect the policies, rules and regulations of the school and district. Any student or employee who is found to have engaged in the prohibited actions as outlined in this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion in the case of a student and termination in the case of an employee. Individuals may also be referred to law enforcement officials. The district will take all other appropriate steps to correct or rectify the situation.

The superintendent will be responsible for ensuring notice of this policy is provided to students, staff, parents/legal guardians, volunteers and members of the community including its applicability to all areas of the school environment as outlined in this policy.

The superintendent will also ensure that a process is established for discussing the district policy with students.

Youth Access to Tobacco Prevention Act of 2006

With the August 21, 2006 effective date of the Youth Access to Tobacco Prevention Act of 2006, youth under the age of 18 years must not purchase, attempt to purchase, possess, or attempt to possess a tobacco product, or present or offer proof of age that is false or fraudulent for the purpose of purchasing or possessing a tobacco product. A minor who violates this provision may be subject to penalties including a civil fine up to $25, to include all applicable court costs, assessments, and surcharges.

In lieu of the civil fine, the court may require a minor to successfully complete a Department of Health and Environmental Control approved smoking cessation or tobacco prevention program, or to perform not more than five hours of community service for a charitable institution.

DHEC’s Division of Tobacco Prevention and Control will approve only those smoking cessation or tobacco prevention programs that meet the requirements of a proven and effective program. It is the policy of the Division to recommend cessation (quitting) programs for youth only if they are in the readiness stage to quit smoking. Forced cessation is not effective.

SCHOOL BUS CONDUCT   Policy Code JCDAD

The board expects students to conduct themselves on the bus in a manner consistent with the established standards for safety and classroom behavior.  All bus riders must cooperate fully with the bus driver and observe bus rules.  The bus driver has the responsibility for supervision of students on the bus.  The driver may stop the bus at any time that misbehavior or threats offers a hazard to safe driving and may return the offending student to the school.  The driver will report students who create a disturbance on school buses to the school principal.  The principal or designee, as authorized by state law and regulation, may suspend or deny bus transportation to a student whose conduct is persistently and/or flagrantly detrimental to safety and order on the bus.

Students who are involved in a fight or the physical abuse of another student while on the school bus will have their riding privileges suspended for the remainder of the school year.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION – Policy Reference JGG; JBCCA
No pupil may ride a bus, other than their regularly designated bus, without written permission of the principal.  No pupil will be allowed to enter or leave a bus while it is in motion.  No pupil will be allowed to enter or leave a school bus at any place other than at the home stop or at the school except by special permission of the principal.  It will be the duty of the bus driver to report to the principal any student who gets off the bus at any place other than the designed stop.  Each principal will be responsible for the safe and orderly loading and unloading of all transported pupils.  Students who ride buses will be picked up and dropped off at designated bus stops.  Pick up or intermediate drop off at places other than their designated stop may be made with a request from a parent and only with authorization from the principal or director of transportation.

STUDENT INTERROGATIONS AND SEARCHES 

Policy Reference JCAB-R

In order to enhance security in the schools and prevent students from violating board policies, school rules, and state laws, district administrators and other designated school employees are authorized to conduct reasonable searches according to the procedures outlined herein.  In conducting such searches, school employees shall make every effort to protect the privacy interests of individuals.

Notice shall be conspicuously posted on school property at all regular entrances, and any other access point on school grounds, advising individuals that searches may be conducted as outlined below.

If a properly conducted search yields evidence that a board policy, school rule, or federal or state law has been violated, appropriate disciplinary action will be taken, and in cases where the evidence suggests a violation of state law, law enforcement will be notified.

Searches of a Person or a Person’s Personal Belongings

Procedures for searching a person or a person’s personal belongings must comply fully with the “reasonableness standard,” as adopted by the U. S. Supreme Court in New Jersey v. T.L.O.  This standard requires that a search must be “justified at its inception” and “reasonably related in scope.”  “Justified at its inception” means that a school official must have reasonable grounds for suspecting that a search will turn up evidence that the student has violated or is violating board policies, school rules, or federal or state law.  “Reasonably related in scope” means that the actual search conducted must be likely to turn up evidence of the specific violation.  In addition, the search must take into consideration the age and sex of the individual being searched and the nature of the infraction.

Searches of Lockers, Desks, and Other School Property

The District provides lockers, desks, and other such school property to students for their use during the academic year.  Because the District retains ownership of the aforementioned property, school officials may conduct random, unannounced searches of such property.  Students shall be notified at the beginning of the each school year that such property may be searched at any time.

Searches of Automobiles on School Property

Students are permitted to park on school premises as a matter of privilege, not of right.  Accordingly, all students desiring to park their automobiles on school premises must first obtain a parking permit from the designated school administrator.  In order to obtain a parking permit, the student must sign a form acknowledging that he/she understands and agrees to the terms regarding the use of parking lots as set forth below.  Vehicles which do not have a permit in plain view are subject to being towed at the student’s expense.

Because parking on school premises is a privilege, the school retains authority to conduct routine searches of automobiles parked on school property.  The school may conduct routine searches of the exterior of student automobiles parked on school property at any time.  In conducting a search of the exterior of an automobile, school officials may observe those things inside automobiles which are in plain view.

The interiors of student automobiles, including such things as trunks, glove compartments, and personal belongings within an automobile, may be searched whenever a school official has reason to believe a student is violating Board policies, school rules or federal or state law, as described in the “reasonableness standard” set forth above.  When a school official needs to gain access to the interior of an automobile parked on school premises for purposes of conducting a search in compliance with the “reasonableness standard,” he/she shall first ask the student to provide such access.  If a student refuses to provide the school official with access to the interior of his/her automobile, he/she may be subject to disciplinary action, including loss of all parking privileges.

Searches by Canines

The use of trained canines to search for controlled substances, weapons, and bombs in schools shall be on a random, unannounced basis.  At the request of the school principal, a trained canine with its handler may go into schools to sniff lockers, desks, backpacks, and the exterior of automobiles.  Trained canines will not be used to search students themselves.  The canine must be accompanied by a qualified and authorized handler who will be responsible for the dog’s actions.  Should the dog alert its handler to the presence of any controlled substance, weapon, or a bomb, school officials would then have a reasonable basis to conduct a search in accordance with the procedures set forth above.

Interrogations by Law Enforcement

When law enforcement officers find it necessary to question students during the school day, the principal or his/her designee shall cooperate with law enforcement and shall request to be present in order to protect the best interests of the student, so long as his/her presence does not impede the investigation.  The principal or his/her designee should make a reasonable attempt to contact the student’s parent/legal guardian and request his/her presence.  Should this attempt fail, the principal or his/her designee shall continue to make a reasonable attempt to notify the student’s parent/guardian that law enforcement questioning took place on school grounds.

DRESS CODE:  SPECIFIC REGULATIONS – Policy Reference JCDB; JCDB-R 
There appears to be a definite relationship between good dress habits, good work habits, and proper school behavior.  The school district realizes that dress and grooming are personal matters; however, students should not distract fellow classmates from the important business of learning by displaying extreme fads in clothing or grooming.  Cherokee County School District Number 1 seeks the cooperation of the students and parents as we work together toward having our students enjoy today’s styles while at the same time they are developing good taste in grooming and dress.  The responsibility for the dress and appearance of the students shall rest with individual students and parents.  They have the right to determine how the student shall dress, providing that such attire is not destructive to school property, complies with requirements for health and safety, and does not interfere with the educational process.  The administration is authorized to take action in instances where individual dress is determined to be disruptive to instruction or the orderly operation of the school or school events. 

 The following, while not an exhaustive list, are examples of inappropriate dress and will not be permitted in classes in Cherokee County Schools: 
      1. Tight fitting and/or revealing clothing, includes clothing usually worn in aerobic workouts 

2. Tank tops 

3. Clothing which reveals the midriff or undergarments 

4. Clothing with obscene or suggestive language; any clothing or jewelry with advertisements or symbols of alcohol, drugs, tobacco, sex or violence 

5. See through clothing or jeans that expose flesh or underwear.
6. Dark glasses 

7. Hats, bandanas, head bands, or any garments which cover the head 

8. Pants, shorts or trousers worn below the student’s natural waistline 

9. Pajamas/nightwear/bedroom/house slippers/blankets or "Snuggie" type blankets

10. Spikes or chains 

11. Any dress considered inappropriate or disruptive to the school environment.

12. Leggings must be covered by appropriate length dress

13. Visible cleavage

Students violating the dress code will not be allowed in class and will either be sent home to change or remain in the office until parents can bring appropriate attire.  Absence from class will be an unexcused absence.  Subsequent violations will result in in-school suspension for each additional violation.

RIDING/DRIVING PRIVILEGES – Policy Reference JGGA 
 The Cherokee County School board grants approval for driving or riding, in private vehicles, between area high schools and the technology center to eleventh and twelfth grade students.  The Board approves riding privileges, only, for tenth grade students.  Ninth grade students may not drive or ride in private vehicles between area high schools and the technology center.  The building administration of area high schools and the technology center are directed to develop rules and procedures for administering this policy.  Violation of this policy or its accompanying administrative rules will result in loss or restriction of the student’s riding/driving privileges. 

DRIVING/RIDING REGULATIONS TO AND FROM  
CHEROKEE TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
Students enrolled at Cherokee Technology Center for morning classes who have driving/riding permits are not to be on the GHS campus prior to going to CTC.  They are to report directly to CTC unless there is a scheduled homeroom or assembly. Once students arrive on campus they are considered at school and may only leave with permission of an administrator. 

 RIDING/DRIVING PRIVILEGES – Administrative Rule – Policy Reference JGGA-R 
1. All students driving/riding to the Technology Center are required to have a permission    

form signed by a parent/guardian. Parents/guardians must come to the Technology Center in person to sign forms.  Permission forms must be renewed annually.   Students without permission forms and driving permits may not drive or ride in private vehicles.  Students without valid permission forms or driving permits, who are caught driving or riding in a private vehicle, will be suspended for two days and forfeit riding/driving eligibility for the remainder of the school year.  

2.   Students traveling in private vehicles will be required to purchase individual driving/riding permits and carry them daily.     Permits must be purchased at the beginning of each school year.  Students with valid permits, who ride in private vehicles without their permits on their person, are subject to the following penalties:

e. First offense – 1 day of OSS

f. Second offense – 2 days of OSS

g. Third offense – 3 days of OSS

h. Subsequent offenses – loss of driving/riding permit

3.    Frequent car checks will occur throughout the year to check permits of all vehicle

occupants.  The police department and the highway patrol have been asked to closely

supervise travel between schools, along with various school officials.                         

4.    Students are required to present driving/riding permits upon request of any member  

       of the school or district administration, faculty, staff, or law enforcement personnel.

      The highway patrol and the police department will also take up permits of students 

      violating the driving/riding rules and turn them over to school officials for appropriate

      action.

5.  VIOLATION OF THE FOLLOWING RULES WILL RESULT IN THE LOSS OF DRIVING/RIDING PRIVLEGES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

g. Reckless driving, irresponsible behaviors, speeding and/or other moving violations while traveling between schools, between schools and CTC or in the parking lots of the schools or CTC, which are confirmed by the law enforcement agency or school district personnel, will result in the loss of privileges. Events occurring before or after school will not affect privileges. 
h. Stopping between schools, at stores, gas stations, restaurants, etc. is prohibited.

i. The driver is responsible for limiting the number of passengers traveling in his/her vehicle to the number that the seat belts were designed to accommodate.  Over-loaded vehicles will be a violation of these rules.

j. Students are not permitted to ride in or on the back of pickup trucks or hang out the back of a hatchback car.

k. Driving/riding while under the influence of or in possession of or consuming alcohol or illegal drugs in a personal vehicle between schools is prohibited and will result in those consequences listed in the Cherokee County School district’s discipline policy (JD) and accompanying administrative rule (JD-R).

l. Driving/riding in a private vehicle after privileges have been revoked will result    


in a two-day suspension.

IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
The primary purpose of an in-school suspension (ISS) is to offer a structured, supervised program for suspended students and their parents in lieu of an unsupervised, unstructured out-of-school suspension.  The student who is assigned to the suspension center will be in an educational environment isolated from his peers.  Staff will provide education that is coordinated with the student’s classes.  If the behavior of a student in an in-school suspension setting poses a threat to the setting or school he or she will be suspended out of school.  If a student demonstrates persistent disobedience and his/her assignment to ISS becomes repetitious (10 or more days in ISS), then he/she may be subject to out of school suspensions.

IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION RULES

a. Only the Principal and/or Assistant Principal may assign or remove a student.

b. Students may talk only to the ISS Center Supervisor.

c. Students may not talk with other students, sleep, nor walk around.

d. Names of students in ISS assignments will be provided to teachers so that students may be counted present in school.

e. Subject area teachers shall check the ISS list each day and send that day’s work to the ISS Supervisor for students who are in their class.

f. The Supervisor of ISS shall supervise the work and, when completed, shall return it to the subject teachers.

g. Students in ISS will report there when they arrive on campus.  They will not report to their homeroom.

h. Lunch will be as a group away from other students, no conversation among themselves, or with other students.

i. Students may be subject to further disciplinary action if they do not comply with ISS rules.

j. Student’s refusal to go to ISS as assigned, results in OSS.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE REGULATIONS – 

SECONDARY       Policy Reference JD; JD-R 
UNIFORM DISCIPLINARY ACTION FOR MAJOR OFFENSES 
Student discipline regulations – secondary uniform disciplinary action for major offenses
High school students are expected to conduct themselves as specified in policies and regulations of the Cherokee County School District.  If students engage in actions which violate these policies, they are subject to disciplinary consequences as outlined in the following section of this administrative rule.  When faculty or staff determines that a discipline referral to school administration is warranted they will describe the incident on and complete the school discipline referral form, which will be given to the appropriate building administrator.  The principal recommends expulsion as specified in these regulations and may also recommend expulsion when a student’s inappropriate or disruptive behavior is of such a serious nature that it is unacceptable for the student to remain in school. These regulations apply while students are attending school or school-sponsored activities; on any school campus for any purpose; being transported to and from school or school sponsored activities; driving between a school and the Cherokee Technology Center.   Any student assigned to in-school, out-of-school suspension or detention must serve those days upon return from any emergency closing of school.  Days missed due to emergency closings do not substitute for suspension/detention days.  All students must review these regulations and others in this handbook in class.  All students must score 100% on a test based on these regulations.  Parents are required to sign and return to the school the statement acknowledging that their son or daughter has shown this handbook to them. 

1. (270)
 Students are expected to obey teachers; therefore, deliberate refusal to obey a teacher will result in the following consequences:

1st offense

2 days in-school suspension
2nd offense

3 days in-school suspension

3rd offense

2 days out-of-school suspension

4th offense

3 days out-of-school suspension

5th offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

Subsequent offenses may result in a recommendation for expulsion.

2. (420)
Students are expected to treat school faculty, staff, and visitors with respect; therefore, instances of disrespect will result in the following consequences:

1st offense

2 days in-school suspension
2nd offense

3 days in-school suspension

3rd offense

2 days out-of-school suspension

4th offense

3 days out-of-school suspension

5th offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

Subsequent offenses may result in a recommendation for expulsion.

3. (310)
Students are expected to remain in class, to remain on the school bus until their assigned stop, and once on campus, to remain on campus unless properly signed out; therefore, leaving class, the bus or school grounds without permission will constitute an illegal walkout and will result in the following consequences:

1st offense
 
2 days out-of-school suspension
2nd offense

3 days out-of-school suspension

       3rd offense

5 days out-of-school suspension
Subsequent offense    recommendation for expulsion
4. Students are expected to stay for detentions assigned by a teacher or an administrator; therefore, failure to stay for detention will result in the following consequences:

Detention is doubled for teacher assigned detentions.  If a student fails to serve the doubled teacher detention, an office referral is made and administrative detention rules apply.

       For Administrative detentions:

1st offense

2 days in-school suspension 

       2nd offense
3 days in-school suspension

       3rd offense

2 days out-of-school suspension
       4th offense

4 days out-of-school suspension
5.
When assigned to in-school suspension, students are expected to follow the rules and procedures established by the school and teacher.  Inappropriate action may result in removal; therefore, the in-school suspension will change to out-of-school suspension. Upon 2nd removal from ISS or 2nd parent request for OSS, there will be no further ISS. Therefore, any further discipline will be out of school suspension. At any time a student is removed from ISS and there is NO parent pick up, an additional day of ISS will be added.
6.    Students are expected to behave respectfully and appropriately in assembly groups or             

       After school activities; therefore, inappropriate behavior in assembly group or after   

       school activities will result in the following: 

1st offense

3 days in-school suspension

2nd offense

5 days out-of-school suspension


Subsequent offenses may result in a recommendation for expulsion.

7.    (240)
Students with the privilege of early dismissal are expected to leave the grounds immediately.  All school rules apply until departure from campus. Loitering on school grounds after early dismissal will result in consequences up to and including:

Revocation of early dismissal privilege and remainder of day will be spent in           ISS.
8.
(160)
Students are expected to attend school, to attend class once on school grounds; therefore, deliberate failure to attend class after reporting to school, unauthorized absence from school grounds, will be considered cutting school/class.  Cutting school/class will result in the following:

1st offense
                 
three days in-school suspension
2nd offense  
      
five days out-of-school suspension

Subsequent offense(s)  
recommendation for expulsion/alternative placement
9.   (750)
While under suspension or if expelled, students are not allowed on school grounds; therefore, trespassing or being on school grounds or school bus while under suspension, in classes or at other school events occurring during school hours, after school hours or on weekends will result in the following:

      1st offense


2 days out-of-school suspension
      2nd offense


3 days out-of-school suspension
      3rd offense


4 days out-of-school suspension
      Subsequent offense(s)
recommendation for expulsion
10.
Students are expected to behave in an orderly fashion in the classroom and in the school in order to avoid interfering with instruction; therefore, classroom disruption will result in the following:

      1st offense

1 day detention
      2nd offense

2 days detention
      3rd offense

2 days in-school suspension
      4th offense

3 days out-of-school suspension
      5th offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

      Subsequent offenses      recommendation for expulsion

11. (340)
Students have the right to an expectation of safety on the school bus; therefore, students who commit discipline infractions on the school bus or while the bus is waiting at any school campus will be handled according to the appropriate discipline code.  In addition, students may be suspended from the bus for periods of time ranging from 1 day off the bus for minor offenses to suspension from the bus for the remainder of the year for serious offenses.  Fighting or physical abuse of another student will result in suspension from the bus for the remainder of the school year and school discipline action will be taken.
12. (180)
Students are expected to be on time to school and to class.  Tardies will be handled as follows:  

      Up to three (3) tardies in a 9 week period will be allowed without penalty.

4th and subsequent tardies in a 9 week period – 1 day OSS for each tardy

· Passes will be provided to students who are tardy due to late buses.

13. (280)
Students are expected to dress appropriately as defined in the district dress code.  Violation of the dress code will result in the following:

         1st offenses

removal from class and required to change clothes
         Subsequent offense(s)  
will result in 1 day ISS for each subsequent offense

14. Any public display of affection on school property or during school-sponsored activities is strictly forbidden. PDA includes any kissing or any contact that may be construed as having a sexual connotation. Violations will result in the following:

1st offense        2 days detention


2nd offense       2 days in-school suspension
3rd offense        3 days in-school suspension
4th offense        2 days out-of-school suspension
5th offense        3 days out-of-school suspension
6th offense        5 days out-of –school suspension
Subsequent offenses may result in a recommendation for expulsion.
15. (210)
Students are expected to treat faculty and staff with respect and courtesy; therefore, the use of obscene or profane language or gestures to a faculty or staff member will result in the following:

1st offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

2nd offense
 
recommendation for expulsion
16. (290)
Students are expected to avoid the use of inappropriate language and gestures while in school; therefore, the use of obscene or profane language or gestures in school will result in the following:

1st offense

2 days in-school suspension
2nd offense

2 days out-of-school suspension

3rd offense

5 days out-of-school suspension
Subsequent offenses
recommendation for expulsion

17. (350)
Students and staff have the expectation of safety; therefore, any action which endangers that safety such as unauthorized setting off of fire alarm or destroying, stealing or illegally triggering fire extinguishers or other safety devices or alarms will result in the student being assigned to the Alternative Program or a recommendation for expulsion.

18. (670)
The school, students and staff expect that their property will be safe while on school grounds; therefore, damage to or theft of property will result in the following:

Up to $50.00
two days out-of-school suspension and restitution*

$51.00 - $100.00
three days out-of-school suspension and restitution
$101.00-$200.00
five days out-of-school suspension and restitution

Over $200
recommended for expulsion; the principal/designee will make a     police report
*Failure to make restitution at any level may result in a referral to law enforcement authorities.
*Repeat offenses may result in recommendation up to and including expulsion.
19.  (760)
Students are expected to treat school property with responsible care and use; therefore, the willful destruction of property (Vandalism) (to include textbooks, other instructional materials and school buses) will result in the following:

Up to $50.00

two days in-school suspension and restitution*

$51.00 - $100.00
 
three days out-of-school suspension and restitution

$101.00 - $200.00  
five days out-of-school suspension and restitution

$201.00 and above       
recommended for expulsion and restitution.  

The principal/designee will make a police report and request a warrant.
    *Failure to make restitution at any level may result in a referral to law enforcement authorities. 
 *Repeat offenses may result in recommendation up to and including expulsion.
20. (360)
Students are expected to have proper identification; therefore, failure to present identification when requested by faculty or staff will result in: 
1st offense



warning

2nd offense and all thereafter
1 day out of school suspension
21. Students are expected to avoid behavior which would invite others to engage in prohibited behavior; therefore, any action that incites misbehavior will result in the following:

1st offense

2 days in-school suspension

2nd offense

2 days out-of-school suspension
3rd offense

5 days out-of-school suspension
Subsequent offense(s)
recommendation for expulsion

22. Students are to avoid behavior which would cause a fight; therefore, actions provoking a fight will result in the following:

1st offense

2 days out-of-school suspension
2nd offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

3rd offense

recommendation for expulsion
23. Students are expected to treat each other with respect and to avoid violence; therefore, unprovoked physical abuse of a student will result in the following:

1st offense

5 days out-of-school suspension (Bus: see #11)
2nd offense

recommendation for expulsion

24. Students are expected to treat school staff with respect; therefore, physical attack on a member of the school staff will result in a recommendation for expulsion from school for the remainder of the school year.  The principal/designee will make a police report and request an arrest warrant.
25. Students are expected to settle differences through non-violent means; therefore, fighting, defined as the  engagement by two or more students in a physical altercation in which either or all  students could have avoided participation, will result in the following:

1st offense

5 days out-of-school suspension (Bus: see #11)
2nd offense
recommendation for expulsion and a police report will be made, if appropriate.
26. (650)
Students and staff have the expectation of a safe school environment; therefore, blackmailing, harassing, intimidating or threatening physical harm to a person including by electronic means will result in consequences up to a recommendation for expulsion.
      
Threatening a teacher, principal or other public official is unlawful in South Carolina and may result in criminal prosecution.

27. Threats against property of another student or staff member will result in the following:

1st offense

5 days out-of-school suspension

2nd offense

recommendation for expulsion
28. (780)
Students are prohibited from bringing any weapon onto school grounds; therefore, possession of weapons such as knife,   blackjack, brass knuckles, ice pick, stick, board, razor, bottle, box cutter, or any object which can be used as or is represented to be a weapon will result in the following:

1st offense

five days out-of-school suspension
2nd offense
recommendation for expulsion.  A police report is required to be filed if a pocket knife blade is 2 inches or more in length and may be made for other weapons offenses. 
29. (781)
Possession of weapons such as firearms, explosive or any incendiary device will result in the following:  expulsion for at least one calendar year and the student may be recommended for permanent expulsion if, in the judgment of the principal, his/her presence presents a continued serious threat to school safety.  The principal/designee will make a police report, request an arrest warrant and report the student to the Department of Juvenile Justice.
30.  (510)
Threatening, intimidating or attacking any person with a weapon such as a firearm, knife, brass knuckles, blackjack, ice pick, stick, board, razor, bottle, box cutter or any other article which is used as a weapon will result in a recommendation for permanent expulsion.  
The principal/designee will make a police report and request an arrest warrant.
Regulations 31 - 35 set forth consequences for illegal substance possession, use or sale.  In administering these rules, the district defines illegal substances as follows:

 The definition of illegal substances  includes prescription drugs taken/or distributed by someone other than the person for whom they were prescribed; inhalants producing intoxication; any intoxicating or mind altering substance, as well as any substance specifically prohibited by federal, state or local law.  (Substances which are prohibited by the state’s criminal code warrant expulsion.)  This definition also includes any substance represented by the student to be a controlled or illegal drug.  Students will not possess, use, buy, sell or solicit the sale of illegal substances on or near school grounds; therefore infractions of these rules will result in the following:

31. Possession of, consumption of, or reporting to school under the influence of illegal substance,  alcoholic beverages, or unauthorized/improper use of personal prescription medications or over the counter medication(s) will result in the following:

1st offense  
five days out-of-school suspension and the completion of a substance rehabilitation/counseling program, approved by the principal.  

2nd offense  
recommendation for expulsion from school for the remainder of the year.

32. (580)
Possession of, consumption of or reporting to school under the influence of drugs prohibited by the state’s criminal code of laws or other illegal substances will result in a recommendation for expulsion and the principal/designee will make a report to the police.

33.  (570)
Distribution, sale or the solicitation of the sale of illegal drugs/substance as defined above and in law will result in a recommendation for expulsion for the remainder of the school year.  The Principal/designee will make a report to the police.
34.
Possession of drug paraphernalia:


1st offense

5 days out of school suspension


2nd offense

recommendation for expulsion for the remainder of the year

35. (230)  
Possession or use of tobacco, tobacco paraphernalia, such as matches, lighters, etc. This includes vehicles parked on campus.
1st offense – possession/use  
 five days out of school suspension

2nd offense – possession/use 
assignment to Alternative School or recommendation    for expulsion
36. Students are not to bring unauthorized materials on to school property for any 
purpose therefore distribution or possession of printed, audio, or video materials   which are not authorized by the principal will result in the following: Consequences to be determined by the principal.  The unauthorized materials will be confiscated by school administrators and will not be 
      returned to the perpetrator.

37.  (330)  Issued June 15, 2009,  Revised June 10, 2010
Visibility and/or use of a paging device or other audio/visual electronic device is prohibited during the regular school day, which includes class changes and lunch.  Failure to obey this rule will result in:  

1st offense                   confiscation of device and return to parent/guardian upon request 



and 1 day of in-school suspension

2nd offense         
confiscation of device and return to parent/guardian upon request 



and 2 days of  in-school suspension

 3rd offense                 confiscation of device for 90 calendar days or end of the school 
year and 2 days of in-school suspension

Cellular/digital phones

Visibility and/or use of a cellular/digital phone during the regular school day, which includes class changes and lunch is prohibited.  Failure to obey this rule will result in:  

1st offense
warning with confiscation of cellular/digital phone and return to parent/guardian upon request   

2nd offense and 


subsequent offenses
1 day Out of School Suspension and confiscation of cellular/digital phone  and return to parent/guardian at the end of the school year

Parent will sign for cellular/digital phone and policy will be reviewed with parent at 1st offense.

Blatant refusal to turn over a phone to an administrator will be considered a disturbing school issue and handled by law enforcement.
38.    Students are expected to use school technology in accordance with the Cherokee

County School District technology and internet agreement; therefore, inappropriate   use of school technology will result in consequences, up to a recommendation for expulsion, to be determined by the principal.      

39.  Students are expected to treat each other with respect and to avoid actions which may 

 be identified as sexual harassment; therefore, sexual harassment as defined in school  


 board policy will result in the following:
       1st offense
  Consequence to be determined by principal up to recommendation for expulsion
        2nd offense Recommendation for expulsion
40.  (690)
Acts of a sexual nature are prohibited on school property; therefore, participation in a sex act in school or on school property will result in a recommendation for expulsion.
41.  Deliberate exposure of private body parts including those done electronically will result in recommendation for expulsion.
42.  Failure to report to the office/administrator:
Each offense: 2 days out of school suspension.
43. Students are expected to cooperate with the school authorities in maintaining an    

orderly and safe atmosphere; therefore, any conduct which may be detrimental to the general welfare and operation of the schools in an educationally productive manner will result in consequences up to and including a recommendation for expulsion as determined by the principal.  Students who engage in detrimental conduct on their assigned school campus or any school campus are subject to action under these administrative rules.
NOTES ON FIGHTING

When a fight occurs, not a pushing and shoving event, at least one person is very likely to be referred to the legal system.  If the fight is so severe that it disrupts the normal operation of the school, the school (at the discretion of the principal) may have a warrant served for the arrest of the student.  If the investigation reveals that one (or more) is clearly the aggressor(s), and the other(s) do not become aggressive and are merely defending himself/herself, only the aggressor(s) will be disciplined.  Note, however, most altercations begin with an argument.  When both parties continue to argue or challenge each other verbally, and when neither elects to seek the supervisor on duty and both engage in a fight, both will be disciplined equally.

When one person clearly attacks the other with provocation, while the other seeks to involve the supervisor on duty, he/she will be considered the sole aggressor.  In that case, the victim will be encouraged to seek a warrant for assault and battery.

For any fight which results in injuries to a teacher, whether direct or indirect and whether accidental or deliberate, the administration will pursue legal action to the fullest and highest extent allowed: to include, but not limited to, disorderly conduct, assault and battery of a highly aggravated nature, and/or disturbing school.  Any and all applicable provisions of the Safe Schools Act will be used.

If law enforcement officials are called to the school for any purpose, their actions fall under their own guidelines.  If deemed appropriate, the administration may request that law enforcement officials remove the student from the campus.  This action by school officials will be rare and will involve dangerous situations.
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